
 

Process Description As of 07/2025

Designate internal accreditations of accredited universities as an 
ongoing process

1 Introduction
If the reaccreditation process for the internal accreditation of a degree program at an 

accredited institution is delayed, or if the decision regarding it —including the associated 

quality report—is made only after the existing accreditation has expired, the institution may 

select the affected degree program(s) in a newly created application in ELIAS and have them 

automatically provisionally extended as part of an ongoing process until the decision on 

internal reaccreditation is made. Initial and concept accreditations cannot currently be 

extended nor can they be provisionally accredited as part of an ongoing procedure.

This does not extend the validity period of the accreditation. If successful, the university must 

therefore enter the reaccreditation retroactively. The automatic extension is based on a 

combined interpretation of § 26(2) and (3) MRVO. From

Section 26(2) of the MRVO establishes uninterrupted follow-up accreditation as the standard; 

Section 26(3), third sentence, of the MRVO indicates the intention that delays in the 

accreditation process should not be borne by the institution or the graduates.

By registering the ongoing procedure, it becomes apparent to the public that a degree 

program whose accreditation period is (soon) expiring is already in the reaccreditation 

process.

2 Process Description
To record an ongoing procedure for one or more degree programs in ELIAS, please proceed 

as follows:

1. First, create an application with the application type “Enter an internal accreditation” using 

the “Create new application” button in ELIAS:
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2. After creating a request, you can already enter the information (if available) regarding the 

future internal accreditation of the respective degree program(s) under the "Request" tab. 

This includes:

−   3.1. Application title and

−   3.2. Names of external reviewers

3. Under section 3.3. Selection of degree programs, you can then select the degree 

program(s) that are currently undergoing the review process.

Notes:
− Although degree programs being accredited for the first time can also be selected in the 

application, the “ongoing process” designation only applies to degree programs that have 
already been accredited;

− The application will not be deleted and can remain pending until the accreditation 

information for the reaccreditation of the degree programs selected in the application can 
be entered;
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− If the degree programs are accredited as a bundle, all degree programs included in the 

bundle can be selected in a single application and submitted later with the corresponding 
accreditation information;

− The application must be created (but not submitted) in ELIAS before the current 

accreditation period for the relevant degree programs expires; the application should 
only be submitted once all accreditation information for the relevant degree programs has 
been added.

To complete the process, you must click the "Mark as Ongoing Procedure" button.

As a result, the public view will indicate that the degree program(s) listed in the application 

are still considered accredited even after the current accreditation period has expired and are 

currently undergoing the accreditation process.

The degree program is selected in the database, and the following information regarding 

accreditation is provided:
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Once the respective accreditation procedure(s) has/have been completed, the application 

already created in ELIAS, along with the associated degree programs, can be found under 

the "My Applications" tile and further processed or submitted as an internal accreditation.

A detailed process description for entering internal accreditations from accredited institutions 

can be found under FAQ ELIAS 02.

https://akkreditierungsrat.de/index.php/de/faq/thema/fragen-zu-elias

